An Introduction to Surgical Heemodynamics by Felix E Weale MS FRCS pp xii + 128 illustrated 25s London: Lloyd-Luke 1966 To convert vascular surgery from empiricism to science is a large task for a small book; yet this is what must be done, and until blood flow can be measured as easily as pressure the surgeon must be content with trying to learn more physics. Mr Weale has tried, and to a considerable extent succeeded, to help in this way. Turbulence, and other flow-variants affect the arteries in health and disease. Viscosity and resistance, in which the author's own researches are well known, are fully discussed. Arteriovenous fistula and other collateral mechanisms receive interesting attention, and though, perhaps, the book is in places a little discursive and controversial, e.g. on the subject of critical closing pressure, it will surely prove helpful and instructive to surgeons in training and in This book, which is based on a symposium held recently in Philadelphia, provides an excellent summary of current views on the structure and performance of the heart muscle. Each chapter is written by a leading worker in the particular field and is accompanied by a full bibliography.
Recent studies with the electron microscope are reviewed by Spiro. These findings have clarified the changes at a cellular level which determine the response of the muscle fibres to variations in length. Singer, Lazzora and Hoffman summarize present knowledge of transmembrane potentials and the underlying distribution of ions in the myocardial cells. The importance of the calcium ion in the regulation of contraction is considered by Weber. Our profound ignorance of the true basis of the common arrhythmias and for the effects of therapeutic agents such as digitalis and quinidine is revealed by the reviews of Hoffman and Wilbrandt. Short papers by Tosteson and Carlson cover the underlying metabolic activities.
A considerable section of the book is made up of a review by Sonnenblick of his views on myocardial contraction, analysed on the basis of the relation between fibre length and the force and velocity of contraction: the force produced for a given fibre length can be regarded as an index of the Starling response; the velocity of contraction varies in accordance with the contractility of the muscle in response to changes in heart rate, catecholamine activity or other inotropic mechanisms.
While the publishers are to be congratulated in producing this report in such a short time, there is evidence of haste in the large number of minor errors in the text. However, this does not detract seriously from the value of the book as a very useful and authoritative review of present knowledge. JOHN This manual, originally prepared for private distribution, is now available in its 18th revision, as a paperback. It succeeds in its aim to provide a reasonably up-to-date account of current thought and practice in therapeutics in a compact and readily accessible form. It is not a textbook of clinical pharmacology, nor does it aim to be one, for the emphasis is on patient care and in this, drug therapy plays only a partalbeit an important part. It is unfortunate, however, that in writing such a practical text, the authors have not included more references or a section on the principles of therapeutic trials and new drug evaluationprinciples which are so often disregarded in clinical practice. With this limitation, the manual can be recommended for students and practitioners as it discusses the management of diseases in specific terms and offers a comprehensive though brief survey of the most important groups of drugs and their clinical application. 
